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Sampling Overview:      
 

1. Contact Sarah to reserve a hydrolab 
850-517-6843 / schindes@nwfsc.edu  
 

At every station: 

1. Water samples – Big & Small bottles 
2. Secchi disc 
3. Hydrolab data – Surface & Bottom 

 

Back on land: 

1. Review paperwork – Is everything filled in? 
2. Hydrolab – Is the storage cup back on? Is there tap water in it? 
3. Filter water samples 
4. Small bottles & Filters go in the freezer 
5. Return hydrolab, samples, & data to CBA 

 

 

Contact Info:        

Sarah cell: 850-517-6843  
 

Sarah Schindele 
850-200-4175 office 
schindes@nwfsc.edu 

 
 
Main CBA line: 850-200-4171 
 

Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance 
109 Greenway Trail 
Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32578 
www.basinalliance.org 
www.facebook.com/basinalliance 

  

mailto:schindes@nwfsc.edu
mailto:schindes@nwfsc.edu
http://www.basinalliance.org/
http://www.facebook.com/basinalliance
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Water Samples - Procedures:    
A. Filling the nutrient bottle 

1. Use a waterproof marker to fill in the blanks on the label of each sample bottle. 
• Water body name 
• County 
• Month-day-year 
• Station number 

2. Without touching the inside of the bottle and lid, rinse them in the water body twice. 
3. Grasp the bottle at its base, turn it upside down and lower it, mouth downward, into 

the water body to elbow depth. 
4. Fill the bottle by turning it to a horizontal position and pointing its mouth in the 

direction the boat is traveling. 
5. Bring the bottle up and pour enough water out to leave a 1-inch space for the freezing 

water to expand. 
6. Cap the bottle tightly and put it in a shaded place or ice chest. 

B. Filling the chlorophyll jug 
1. Rinse the jug and lid in the water body twice. 
2. Invert the jug and lower it into the water body to elbow depth. 
3. Fill the jug by pointing its mouth in the direction the boat is traveling. 
4. Bring the jug up, cap it, and keep it in the dark, covered with a dark towel or bag or 

stored in a cooler. 
C. Measuring water clarity 

1. Without wearing sunglasses, lower the Secchi disc into the water on the shaded side 
of the boat. 

2. At the point when the disc first vanishes from sight, put the clothespin on the rope at 
the water line (rope should be vertical). 

3. Glance to check the sun cover, haul in the disc, and count rope markings to read how 
many feet under water the disc was when it vanished from view. 

4. Record this data and the appropiate sun code on the LAKEWATCH data sheet. 
D. Measuring water depth 

1. Lower the Secchi disc to the bottom. 
2. At the point when the rope goes slack, put the clothespin on the rope at the water line 

(rope should be vertical). 
2. Haul in the disc, and count rope markings. 
3. Record this number on the LAKEWATCH data sheet. 
4. Fill in the rest of the LAKEWATCH data sheet.  
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Hydrolab Procedures:      
A. To begin: 

1. Take the storage cup off and replace it with the sampling cup. 
2. Connect the transmitter to the display. 
3. Turn the hydrolab On ( button). 

 
B. At each station: 

1. Turn the circulator On (ESC ∞ button). 
2. Take a Surface reading, 1.5 ft down. Record data. 

i. Use the  button to toggle between first and second screen of data. 
ii. Wait for the dissolved oxygen reading to stabilize before recording data. 
iii. If readings show a sudden drastic change and/or “5999” appears, pull the unit up. 

Check your depth, and inspect the hydrolab for sand/mud in the instrumentation. 
3. Take a Bottom reading, 1.5 ft up from the bottom. Record data. 

i. DO NOT allow the hydrolab to hit the bottom! IF the transmitter accidentally hits 
bottom, pull the unit up. Check your depth, and inspect the hydrolab for sand/mud 
in the instrumentation. Make sure that stirred up sediment has settled out before 
re-attempting the Bottom reading. 

ii. If your Total Depth is less than 4 feet, take a Surface reading only, and just cross 
through the Bottom section on the datasheet. 

4. Leave the hydrolab ON between stations. 
5. Turn the circulator OFF between stations to save battery power. 

 
C. When you’ve finished your sampling route: 

1. Turn the hydrolab Off. 
[Hold down the  button and wait for the unit to count down to zero. Let go the 
button, and the unit should power off.] 

2. Replace the storage cup. 
3. Storage cup should have about an inch+ of TAP WATER in it. Instrumentation will 

be damaged if it remains either dry or immersed in non-neutral water. 
4. Detach the transmitter from the display. Take care to unscrew only the ring around 

the cable. 
5. Return the hydrolab and all its parts to the backpack: transmitter, display, sampling 

cup (+GPS unit for Bay sites). Coil the cable neatly & gently (no kinking!) inside the 
bag. 
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Filtering Procedures:      
A. Assemble the filtering apparatus (out of the sunlight) by inserting the filter base into the flask. 

B. Using forceps, center a small filter (rough side up) on the cup base. 

C. Using tap water, rinse the filter cup and set or screw it on the base. 

D. Shake the jug of water and use some of it to rinse the measuring cylinder. Repeat this rinse 
for each jug as you prepare to filter from it. 

E. Measure water from the jug into the graduated cylinder. 

F. Pour measured water from the graduated cylinder into the filter cup and pump it through the 
filter paper until a noticeable color appears on the filter or it starts to clog. 

G. After pumping the cup dry, tip or unscrew the cup off the base. 

H. Using the forceps to grip the white part of the filter paper, lift it off the cup base. 

I. Being careful not to touch the algae, fold the filter in half, algae side in to enclose the algae 
and blot the small filter thoroughly on a paper towel. 

J. Using a pencil, label a large filter paper with 

• Water body name 

• County 

• Station number 

• Month-day-year 

• Amount of water filtered (mL) 

K. Fold the large paper filter in half, tuck the small filter inside and fasten with a plastic-coated 
metal paper clip. 

L. Repeat all steps for the remaining jugs of water and put all the filters into the bottle of 
desiccant. Store in the freezer. 

M. Rinse equipment with tap water, let air dry and check to see if there are enough supplies for 
next month— GOOD WORK! 


